A Walk Down Fourth Street 


We cannot forget our local news paper that was a couple of doors down from the comer 
restaurant. It started in 1870 with John Ginder as the editor but in 1890 it was purchased by a 
man named Pike and renamed the Camas Courier. This went through quite a few owners over 
time as Mr. Loe changed the name to LaCamas Post and George Mercer and Arthur May 
followed as owners. In 1928 the paper was purchased by John Lund and Lyle Spencer and they 
named it the Camas Publishing Company. In 1930 the paper was printed twice a week on 
Tuesday and Thursday but in 1936 it returned to weekly publication. In 1942 Mr. Glick ran the 
paper and in 1957 Hal Zimmerman bought the paper and named it the Post Record. He retained 
ownership until it was purchased by the current owner Mike Gallager. 


The year was 1911 and the Commercial Hotel was constructed. This being the 100 
anniversary it has become the oldest standing hotel in the area. Years before its construction Ben 
Martins home and barn stood on this 
location. During the life of the building 
there has been a grocery and a jewelry 
store here but it is now the Camas Hotel 
and is owned by Tom and Karen Hall. 
When I was a young girl the hotel was 
owned by a man named Heinz. He had 
three children, Mary Rose, Helen, and 
Albert. They attended school with me 
and I remember that their father had 
served in the navy in Germany during 
WWI. How or why the family ended up 
in Camas I do not know. 


Cedar Street at one time housed the fire station on the east side. Also on Cedar was 


Wrights Laundry owned by Fred and Bessie Wright and General Telephone has a facility 
there. 


Crossing Cedar Street we would find Duncan’s Clothing store which later tumed to 
Spouse Reitz five and dime owned by Millie Overton DeWeiss and her sister. It was later 
owned by Millie and her husband, Selvie. I miss that store as they had so many things there. 
Now we have The Dollar Store.... Inflation! 


Hiway Pharmacy was started in 1934 by Perry and Hilma Bock. Perry passed away 
fairly early in his life and Hilma continued to run the business for many years and hired many 
pharmacists to help. After WWII she hired her nephew Tom Toolson to come to work for her. 
Tom had been in the Air Force and would later become one of our mayors here in Camas. 


Runyan’s Jewelry was owned by Emerson and Lola Runyan, a very dear and respected 
couple. When they retired their son Paul and his wife Barbara took over the store and they 
eventually turned the store over to their daughter Debbie. 
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